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and thus there wij! be a certain segregation going on within
the Group-Soul, and presently a filmy separating wall will
grow inwards from the envelope and divide these segre-
gated groups from each other; and so there wilt be an
ever-increasing number of Group-Souls with contents show-
ing an ever-increasing distinction of consciousness, while
sharing fundamental characteristics.

Now the responses of consciousness to external stimuli in
the mineral kingdom are far greater than many quite realize,
and some of them are of a nature which shows that there is
a dawning of consciousness also in the astral permanent
atom. For chemical elements exhibit distinct mutual attrac-
tions, and chemical marital relationships are continually
disorganized by the intrusion of couples, one or other of
which has a stronger affinity for one of the partners in the
earlier marriage than the original mate. Thus a hitherto
mutually faithful couple, forming a silver salt, will suddenly
prove faithless to each other if another couple, hydrochloric
acid, enters their peaceful household ; and the silver will
pounce upon the chlorine and take her to wife, preferring
her to his former mate, and set up a new household as silver
chloride, leaving the deserted hydrogen to mate with his own
forsaken partner. Wherever these active interchanges go
on there is a slight stir in the astral atom, in consequence of
the violent physical vibrations set up by the violent wrench-
ing apart, and formation, of intimate ties, and vague internal
thrillings appear. The astral must be roused from the physic-
al, and consciousness on the physical plane will long take
the lead in evolution. Still, a little cloud of astral matter is
drawn round the permanent astral atom by these slight